CHAPTER XVIL

ATTEMPT AT ORGANIZING WALLA WALLA COUNTY, W. T., DEFEATED BY
INDIAN OUTBREAK OF 18s5.

The first legislative body assembling in the Territory of Washington created six-
teen counties, among which was Walla Walla, with the following as its boundaries:
(Commencing its line on the north bank of the Columbia, at a point opposite the mouth
of Des Chutes river, it ran thence north to the forty-ninth parallel; and took in all
of Washington Territory between this line and the Rocky mountains. It included
what now is northern Idaho and northern Montana, most of Klikitat and Yakima
counties, and all of Stevens, Spokane, Whitman, Columbia, Garfield, and Walla Walla
counties.

The want of population within this immense area, rendered necessary its attach-
ment to Skamania county (which lay directly to the west) for judicial purposes; and
included it in the first judicial district, to which Judge Obadiah B. McFadden was as-
signed. In connection with Skamania and Clarke counties, it was allowed one member
in the Legislative Assembly; the county seat being located by the act ““on the land
claim of Lloyd Brooke,” the old Whitman mission.

That first Legislature, of 1854, closed its efforts for Walla Walla county in the
tollowing words: “That George C. Bumford, John Owens, and A. Dominique Pam-
brun be, and they are hereby constituted and appointed the Board of County Commis-
sioners ; and that Narcises Remond be, and is hereby appointed sheriff; and that
Lloyd Brooke be, and is hereby appointed Judge of Probate, and shall have jurisdic-
tion as Justice of the Peace; all in and for the county of Walla Walla.” Some of
these officials never knew of the honor that had been cast at their feet; and Mr. Pam-
brun, in 1882, insisted to the writer, that hitherto he had been ignorant of this early
application to himself of Shakespeare’s fancy, when he wrote that, “Some are born
great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them.” None of
these parties acted officially in the positions to which they were chosen ; and their ap-
pointment, in a region ncluding less than a dozen American citizens outside of those
employed by the missionaries, was a legislative absurdity.

The farcical form of extinguishing the Indian title to any portion of this section
had not yet been enacted, and but little inducement up to this time, had developed for
it. The acquisition of land presented limited attraction to men for settling in the
region lying between the Rocky and Cascade mountains north of the forty-sixth par-
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allel, when it could be had for the taking nearer the centers of civilization. A greater
loadstone was needed to draw white men to the country, than a meagre opportunity
to gain a title to the soil from a government that did not possess it, when to do so
would possibly consign the seeker to a Whitman’s fate. As yet, the Indian was com-
paratively secure in his Walla Walla home, for the white man had met with little
temptation at this time to take it from him. It was a state of things doomed to a brief
existence, however, for there lay concealed in her mountain gulches and streams that
which; when found, would furnish a motive to signal the beginning of an end to their
occupation of the country. :

The ensuing January (in 1855) the Territorial Legislature essayed once more to
organize this county, éomparatively void of any but an Indian population, and, on the
twenty-fourth of that month, by statute,' the following named became its officers :

Probate Judge—Lloyd Brooke.

County Auditor—Lloyd Brooke,

County Treasurer—Lloyd Brooke.

County Sheriff—Shirley Ensign.

Justice of Peace—George C. Bumford.

County Commissioners—dJohn Owens, George C. Bumford, John F. Noble.

Walla Walla county was also authorized to elect two representatives to the Terri-
torial Legislature. Under this appointment none of the gentlemen qualified, and the
county organization was forced to continue its embryo existence; but the time for an
awakening and a change had come. '

DISCOVERY OF INDUCEMENT FOR WHITE OCCUPATION, FOLLOWED BY INDIAN TREATIES,

In March, about two months after the passage of this official appointment act,
gold was discovered in the Pend d’Oreille or Clarke’s river where it empties into the
Columbia. The discoverer, a half-breed named Wau-ka, was a resident of French
Prairie, Oregon. He returned to the Willamette valley with specimens to exhibit and
aid in causing his tale of a new El Dorado found, to create a sensation west of ti.e
Cascade mountains. No one knew better than Gov. L. I. Stevens the probable restt
of a gold excitement, and he hastened to enter into treaties with the various Indinn
tribes, whose quiet was likely to be disturbed by a rush of whites through, or in':,
their country. Accordingly, on the ninth of June, 1855, three months after gold w:s
discovered, he procured the signing of treaties with seventeen tribes, ceding to our gov-
ernment all of the country, except the present. Umatilla and Yakima reservation,
embraced within the following limits: Commencing on the Columbia river between
White Salmon and Wind rivers near the Cascades; thence northerly along the ridge
of the Cascade range to a point near the line of the British possessions, where the
waters divide between Methow and Lake Chelan rivers; thence southeasterly, crossing
the Columbia river a few miles below Fort Okinagan; from where the average direc-
tion was continued southeasterly to the head waters of Palouse river. Thence the di-
rection was southerly to the mouth of Tukannon creek, up which the line ran to its head-
waters; thence to the ridge of the Blue mountains, down which southwesterly the line

1 Statutes of 1854 and 1855, page 36.
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continued to Powder river in Union county, Oregon; thence northwesterly to Willow
creck, down that stream to its mouth in the Columbia river; from where the line ran
down the Columbia to the place of beginning. o

The area thus lost to the Indians was a little over 20,000 square miles, or a trifle
of a few hundred thousand acres more than is contained in a tract 138 miles wide by
910 long, for which they were to be paid as follows: The fourteen tribes termed the
* «Yakima Nation,” including the Palouse Indians, all of whom lived north of the
Columbia and Snake rivers, with Kama-i-akun as head chief, were to be given $200,000.
This was to be paid in yearly installments, during the first five $10,000, the next five
$8,000, then $6,000 for five years, and for the last five $4,000 were to be paid annually,
payments to commence in September, 1856. This left $60,000, which were to be ex-
pended in getting these tribes on to their reservation, for fitting it up and to aid them
in learning the art of husbandry. In addition to this the head chief of the nation was
to have a house built for him, with ten acres of land inclosed and plowed, and he was
to be paid $500 per year for twenty years as a salary. To the Indians generally this
was a glittering temptation, but Kama-i-akun was hostile to the transaction and used his
influence against it without avail. From that time until his death, he was never friendly
to the whites, and later, withdrew from the war-path against them only for want of fol-
lowers. Fourteen chiefs in all signed this agreement, among whom was the unwilling
Koma-i-akun.

The Walla Wallas, Cayuses and Umatillas occupied the country bounded on the
east and south by the Tukannon creek and Blue mountains, on the west by Willow
creek and north by the Columbia and Snake rivers. They were to be paid $100,-
000 for their birth-right, with a twenty years annuity of $500 to the head chief of
each of those tribes. But for the stain upon their hands of the blood of a murdered
Whitman, these three tribes would not have sold their country to the whites. The
Cayuses, remembering that scene of butchery at the mission in 1847, believed the
spirits of the murdered whites were Cayuse banshees bringing misfortune upon their
tribe, and they yielded. The Umatillas knowing they were not guiltless in that affair,
and looking to the reward offered for compliance, placed their names to the treaty.
The Walla Wallas, too weak for resistance, reluctantly joined in the transfer of their
homes, and thirty-six -chiefs from among the three tribes, signed the conveyance.
Peu-peu-moz-moz, chief of this last mentioned tribe, was sullen, and would not talk.
He remembered that his own son had been educated at the mission ; had visited Cali-
fornia by invitation of Capt. J. A. Sutter; that he had been as wantonly and mali-
ciously murdered while in that gentleman’s fort, as had been Dr. Whitman among
the Cayuses, and he no longer courted their friendship or believed in their prom-
ises. A special clause was placed in the treaty giving this chief permission to build
a trading post at or near the mouth of the Yakima river, which he could occupy for
five years and trade with whites going to the mines. He was to be paid his first year’s
salary on the day he signed the treaty, and the other chiefs had to wait. A house was
to be built for his living son, around which five acres of land were to be plowed and
inclosed, and he was to be paid annually one hundred dollars for twenty years. In
addition to all this, Peu-peu-moz-moz was to be given within three months, “three
yokes of oxen, three yokes and four chains, one wagon, two plows, twelve hoes, twelve
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axes, two shovels, one saddle and bridle, one set of wagon harness, and one set of plow
harness.”  None of the other chiefs received promise of like privileges or payments,
and it is a striking evidence of the necessity that existed for obtaining the influence of
this evident leader among the tribes at the council.

Within six months from that time he was captured by the whites under a flag of
truce; was killed while a prisoner; his hands, ears, and scalp were sent to Oregon as
war trophies: and, after burial, his skull was dug up and broken in pieces for distri-
bution as souvenirs of what ? '

The two treaties were signed on the ninth of June, 1855, at Camp Stevens
within the limits of what now is Walla Walla city.. Then the Governor, and Joe]
Palmer the Oregon Indian agent, opened negotiations with the Nez Perces, who had
been present since the gathering of the tribes at this great council. On the eleven th
of that same month these old and tried friends of the Americans, who had been one of
the strong powers to influence the other tribes to cede their lands in the two treaties of
the ninth, conveyed their immense domain to our government, withholding a rather
extensive reserve. Their territory, about one-fourth of which was retained, included
over 18,000 square miles; and they were to be paid for it in annuities through a
term of twenty years, a total of $200,000. In addition, the head chief was to be paid
$500 per year for twenty years, and the tribe was to receive other benefits tending
towards civilization. Fifty-eight chiefs signed it, among whom were Lawyer, Looking
Glas and Joseph. _

At the close of this council at Walla Walla, which would probably have proved
a slaughter instead of treaty-ground for the whites, had it not been for the friendship
of the Nez Perces, Governor Stevens started for Colville accompanied by a few Ameri-
cans and a body-guard from this tribe. The Indians in that region refused to sull
their lands. The Governor passed over the Bitter Root range of mountains and con-
cluded a treaty with the Flat Head Nation on the sixteenth of July, by which they
ceded over 20,000 square miles of territory to the government, less a reservation
The tribes constituting the Flathead Nation included the Flathead, Kootenai, al
Upper Pend d’Oreilles. In addition to the $200,000 there was to be a $500 salavy
paid to the head chief of each of those tribes annually for twenty years, and the other
usual advances to the nation for educational and agricultural purposes. Over this
nation the Catholic missionaries had an almost unlimited control, and, had they
opposed it, no treaty could have been effected. From among the Flatheads Governor
Stevens passed beyond the Rocky mountains to treat with the Blackfeet, where for th:c
present, we will leave him and follow the course of events in the Columbia rive:
country. ‘

When the treaties had been signed at the Walla Walla council and Governor
Stevens had started north, Joel Palmer returned to the Dalles, where he induced the
three bands of Wascoes, the Lower De Chutes, Upper De Chutes, Tenino and Johu
Day River Walla Wallas, to cede their lands to the government on the twenty-fifti:
of June, for $150,000. Payment was to be divided into annuities that would reach
that amount in twenty years, with salaries to chiefs and advances for improvements,
similar to those contained in the other treaties. The land ceded by these five tribes, from
which should be deducted their reservation, included over 16,000 square miles.



WASHINGTON. 161

GROWING HOSTILITY AMONG THE TRIBES AND ITS CAUSE.

In each of the treaties was inserted the following clause: “ This treaty shall be 0b-
ligatory upon the contracting parties as soon as the same shall be ratified by the Presi-
dent and Senate of the United States” None of them were ratified by the United
States Senate until March 8, 1859. None of the ceded territory was open legally for
white settlement until the government had accepted it from the Indians by such rati-
fication; and the treaties were binding upon neither party prior to this event.

This wholesale attempt to take these lands from the tribes naturally stirred up
among them a wide-spread feeling of dissatisfaction. The chiefs had signed it away,
but had done so reluctantly; and then had left the great council ground sullen apd
dissatisfied, to go among their people and tell them what had transpired. At the same
time gold seekers had commenced to traverse the country on their way from east of the
(Cascades to the Colville mines. This served as an element of excitement to stir up
the already fermenting feeling of hostility among the Indians, whose leaders could see
as plainly as could the whites, that it was the beginning of the end of their race. The
young braves asked to be led against their natural enemies, and, as the head chiefs
could give no satisfactory answer to their demand, the result that followed was inev-
itable.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE WAR OF 1855 axp 1836.

On the twenty-second of September, 1855, in the absence of Governor Stevens
from the capital on his treaty expedition east of the Rocky mountains, C. H. Mason,
the acting Governor, wrote to Major G. J. Raines in command of the regulars, that he
had just learned of the murder of a man named Mattice by the Yakima Indians. The
murdered man was a resident of Olympia, and had been killed on his way to the Col-
ville mines, when traversing the country occupied by that tribe. Seven others were
reported killed; and as some thirty persons from the vicinity of Seattle were known
to be passing through that region, in parties of from two to four, the Major was asked
to send a military force to protect them and punish the aggressors. Four days later,
(tovernor Mason addressed Major Raines at Fort Vancouver, notifying him that on
the fourteenth of September two citizens of Olympia, named Walker and
Jameson had been shot by Yakima Indians, from an ambush near where the Natchess
trail crossed the Yakima river. The communication further states as follows:

“<This tribe and its kindred branches having entered into treaty stipulations with the United
States to preserve amity with all American citizens, and in defiance of such obligations having taken
the first opportunity to cut off straggling parties, I immediately upon receipt of the last informa-
tion, made a requisition upon Capt. M. Maloney, commanding Fort Steilacoom, for a detachment
of the troops under his command, to proceed as soon as possible to the point in question, both to
punish the Yakima tribe, and to furnish protection to such persons as may be traveling through
that country. This requisition has been complied with, and on Thursday (September 27}, a de-
tachment of forty men, with forty days’ provisions will start, under command of Lieutenant W. A.
Slaughter. In order more fully to carry out the objects intended and to effect permanent results, I
have to request that the suggestion in my letter of September 22, be carried out and that a de-

tachment of troops be sent either from Vancouver or the Dalles, as soon as possible to co-operate
with those sent from Steilacoom.” '
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The following is the reply of Major Raines to this communication, and thug the -
war of 1855 and 1856 was inaugurated.!

‘¢ GoverNor—Your letter by Mr. Pearson I have the honor to acknowledge, and have ordereq
into the field, a company of eighty-four men from Fort Dalles, O. T., all mounted, and with Drovi-
sions on pack mules for one month, to proceed without delay and sweep through tue Yakimg
country to the points you indicated, co-operating with the force from Steilacoom ; also, to inquire
into the safety of Agent Bolan, who has now been absent an unusual length of time; a respectfy]
attention to whose views are enjoined —if alive-—for there are grounds to fear otherwise.

I shall approve of the action of the commanding officer at Fort Steilacoom in the Ppremises,
and only regret that the forty men under Lieutenant Slaughter were not a full company. I haye
also located an officer and twenty men at the Cascades.”’ .

In the meantime the Indian Agent A. J. Bolan had been brutally murdered; lut
his fate was yet an uncertainty, when Major G. O. Haller marched north into the hos-
tile region from the Dalles, October 3, with five officers, one hundred and two men and
a mountain howitzer, to co-operate with Lieutenant Slaughter from Fort Steilacoom.
On the sixth of October, his command met the Indians in force on the Simcoe ereck,
and, after a temporary success, in which by a charge they dislodged the enemy from
the brush along that stream, were forced to abandon it and take to an adjacent hill.
Here the troops were surrounded, but Major Haller succeeded in sending a courier luck
to Vancouver for reinforcements. Before assistance could reach him, his command
met with a disastrous repulse and were driven out of the Indian country with serious
loss. '

A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS.

Immediately upon receipt of the dispatch announcing the reverse, Mujor
Rains requested acting Governor Mason to furnish two companies of volunteers to as-
sist in chastising the enemy. On the same day, October 9, he addressed Gov. George
L. Curry of Oregon as follows:

** GOVERNOR : ”’ * * * “This morning, Lieut. Day, of Artillery, leaves
Fort Dalles to join Maj. Haller’s command with about 45 men and 1 mountain howitzer.

‘“ As commanding officer, T have ordered all the United States disposable force in this district
into the field immediately, and shall take the command.

‘“ As this force is questionable to subdue these Indians—the Yakimas, Klikitats, and may be
some other smaller bands—T have the honor to call upon you for four companies of volunterrs,
composed according to our present organization of 1 captain, 1 first lieutenant, 1 second lieutenaat,
4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 musiciang, and 74 privates. This number of companies is just enoueh
for a major’s command, and would authorize that officer also. '

‘ We have only arms enough at this post for two companies—so it is advisable to have Lwo

1 Mrs, T. F. Victor, writing of the cause leading to this war, on pages 506 and 507 in her book, entitled, © The River of ihe
West,” states that:

“But when at last the call to arms was made in Oregon, it was an opportunity sought and not an allernative forced upon
them, by the politicians of that Territory. The occasion. was simply this: A party of lawless wretches from the Sound Couniry
passing over the Cascade mountains into the Yakima Valley, on their way to the Upper Columbia mines, found some Yakiwa
women digging rootsin a lonely place and abused thern. The women fled to their village and told the chiefs of the outrage, and
a party followed the guilty whites and killed several of them in a fight.

“Mr. Bolin, the Indian sub-agent for Washington, went to the Yakima village, and, instead of judging the case impar-
tially, made use of threats in the name of the United States Government, saying that an army should be sent to punish them for
killing his people. On his return home, Mr. Bolin was followed and murdered.

“The murder of an Indian agent was an act which could nt be overlooked. Very properly the case should have heen
taken notice of in a manner to convince the Indians that murder must be punished. But, tempted by an opportunity for gain,
and encouraged by the semewhat reasonable fears of the white population of Washington and Oregon, Governor G. L Curry,of
the latter, at once proclaimed war, and issued a call for volunteers, without waiting for the sanction or assistance of the general
Government.”
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of the four companies come armed with }‘iﬁes, or such arms as can best be obtained. We have
plenty of a,mmunitiqn, however. As celerity 'is the word, we want as many of the volunteers as can
be immediately obtained, to rendezvous at this post, and proceed with the troops to Fort Dalles
They can be mustered here. ‘ .
«T am sir, very respectfully your obedient servant,
. J. Rames, Maj. 4th Infantry, Com’d’g.”
Governor Mason at once called for volunteers as requested, and Governor Curry

isued a proclamation on the eleventh of October, asking of his constituents eight
mounted companies for service during the war, which was followed in a few days by a
call for two more, and, on the eighteenth of that month the first of them, armed and
equipped, reached the Dalles at the front.

~“Close upon the heels of the Yakima disaster came news of an Indian massacre in
Qouthern Oregon, where the Rogue River savages had inaugurated war. More froops
were necessary for the emergency, and Governor Curry issued another proclamation,
dated October 15, asking for nine additional mounted companies to operate in the di-
rection of the new danger. It was a grave and critical position, such as called for the
exercise of prompt, decisive action, controlled by wise counsel, executed with cool
and unflinching courage. Such had thus far marked the action of the two Governors
and the officer commanding in the field. Another disaster, like that befalling Major
Haller in the Yakima country, would ignite a flame of war from the line of California
to the British possessions, both east and west of the Cascade mountains.

———

CHAPTER XVIIL

THE CONDITION Oi-" THE THREATENED COUNTRY.

A glance over the field affected by this Indian outbreak is necessary for a proper
appreciation of the necessities for an extensive, general, and prompt action of the
military forces. By this time it had become known to the whifes throughout the
northwest that a general Indian war was imminent, and those living in isolated or un-
protected localities were seeking greater safety by concentration or abandonment of the
country. Besides the miners, there were living east of the (Cascades at that time, the
following persons, whose lives would be endangered by a general outbreak.

RESIDENTS EAST OF THE CASCADES AT THE TIME, NOT EX-HUDSON'S BAY MEN.

Hexry M. CHAsEk first came, in the latter part of 1851, with William MecKay
to Umatilla river, where he wintered. The next summer he joined William Craig in
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.the Nez Perces’ country, wintered in 1852 at the Dalles, returned to the Nez Perce
country in 1853, where he remained with his stock, purchased from emigrants, unti]

- 1855, when he became a resident of what is now Dayton. At present he is living in
Walla Walla city.

Lours RaBoIn, an American of French extraction, who had been living in the
country east of the Cascades since 1851, and in 1855 lived at the place now known as
Marengo on the river Tukannon.

P. M. LAFoNTAIN, a neighbor of Mr. Chase in 1855, adjoining whom he had taken
up a claim, had been a resident since 1852.

Lroyp Brookk, George C. Bumrorp, and Joux F. NoBLE were ‘partners, and
had occupied the Whitman mission since 1853. They had come to the country and
selected that point for headquarters in the fall of 1852, intending to make it the centre
of a grazing region, over which their stock could range; and they still occupied the
place in 1855. Mr. Brooke is now residing in Portland, Oregon, in the employ of the
United States Quartermaster’s Department. Mr. Bumford died in Italy about 1868,
and Mr. Noble now lives in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

A. P. WoopwarDp came first to the region east of the Cascades in 1852, and,
though temporarily absent, was a resident of the Walla Walla valley in 1855, and
still remains so. ' : _

W. A. Tarwyan was working for Brooke, Bumford and Noble in 1855,

WiLriam Craze, an old mountaineer, had been living at Lapwai among the Ny
Perces, since 1845, and the friendship of that tribe for the Americans was largely due
to his influence among them. He died there in October, 1869.

JoHN OwENs, also a mountaineer, had been living in what now is Montana, sincc
1850; now deceased.

Dr. Wirtiaw McKay had been living on the Umatilla river since 1851, and
still resides there.

There were three transient men working for H. M. Chase, and some for Brook,
Bumford and Noble.

EX-HUDSON'S BAY FRENCH EMPLOYLS LIVING NEAR FRENCH TOWN ON THE
WALLA WALLA RIVER.

—— Pacquerte, Indian wife and two children.
—— Porrer, and Indian wife.

TEeLLIER, Indian wife and six children.

E. BeavcHEMIR, Indian wife and six children.
A. La Coursg, Indian wife and three children.
Narcrses Remonp, Indian wife and two children.
Lewis Dauny, Indian wife and three children.
L. Rooque, Indian wife and three children.

T. MoriserTe, Indian wife and three children.
—— Brancueav, Indian wife and four children.
Oviver Brisgors, Indian wife and one child.

A. D. PamBrun. '







